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Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the roles of Buddhist monks and propose guidelines
for enhancing their participation in educational administration within communities in the Upper North-
ern Region of Thailand. The study is based on a review and synthesis of academic literature, related
research, and Buddhist principles applicable to educational administration within the socio-cultural
context of Lanna society, where temples continue to function as important centers of learning and
community development.

The analysis reveals that Buddhist monks play significant roles as moral leaders, spiritual
friends (Kalyanamitta), and facilitators of collaboration among temples, educational institutions, and
local communities. Their participation is manifested in three key dimensions: involvement in educa-
tional policy and direction-setting, support for educational resources and learning opportunities, and
the promotion of moral and ethical governance within communities. These roles are grounded in core
Buddhist principles, including Kalynamitta (spiritual friendship), the Four Bases of Social Solidarity (San-
gahavatthu), the Four Sublime States of Mind (Brahmavihara), the Four Bases of Success (Iddhipada),
and the Seven Qualities of a True Person (Sappurisadhamma). Together, these principles provide a
foundation for fostering collaboration and educational management that is responsive to community
contexts.

The key contribution of this article is the development of a Buddhist-Integrated Community
Educational Management Model, founded upon collaborative partnerships among temples, education-
alinstitutions, and local communities. The model aims to promote educational quality, equity, and
sustainability in ways that are consistent with the Thai “Bowon” concept (Home-Temple-School Part-

nership) and the socio-cultural characteristics of communities in the Upper Northern Region.

Keywords: Buddhist Monks, Educational Administration, Community Participation, Buddhist-integrated
pproach, Upper Northern Thailand.
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