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Abstract

This study aimed to 1) examine the concept of man in the thought of Somdet Phra
Buddhaghosacariya (P.A. Payutto), 2) analyze the concept of humanity proposed by Charles Darwin, and
3) compare these two perspectives. Employing a qualitative research approach based on documentary
analysis, the study draws on Buddhist canonical texts, particularly the Tipitaka, as well as the scholarly
works of Somdet Phra Buddhaghosacariya and Charles Darwin.

The findings indicate that 1) Somdet Phra Buddhaghosacariya’s concept of man is grounded
in Buddhist cosmology and philosophy and can be understood through four aspects: human origin,
nature, existence, and goal. Humans are described as originating as spontaneously arisen beings from a
higher realm and later undergoing transformation in accordance with changing conditions. Human nature
is characterized by the five aggregates and the three characteristics of existence, with the potential for
ethical and spiritual development through moral conduct, concentration, and wisdom.

2) In contrast, Darwin’s concept of man is rooted in evolutionary biology, explaining human
origins through natural selection and adaptation. Humans, as Homo sapiens, possess advanced cognitive
abilities while retaining basic survival instincts, with existence shaped by competition, adaptation,
survival, and reproduction.

3) The comparative analysis reveals that both perspectives reject the idea of sudden creation
and view man as a process of continuous change, though they differ fundamentally in their explanatory

frameworks spiritual liberation versus biological survival.
Keywords: Somdet Phra Buddhaghosacariya (P.A. Payutto), Charles Darwin, Comparative concept of man
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