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Abstract

Thisresearch article aims to: 1) examine Buddhist principles in conjunction with Lanna
wisdom as a conceptual framework for addressing forest fire and haze crisis in Chiang Mai Province,
2)analyze the integration of Buddhist principles and Lanna wisdom in reducing forest burning
and agricultural waste disposal, and 3) develop a multilateral cooperation model for solving forest
fire and haze crisis at the local level. This study employed a qualitative research approach using
participatory actionresearch. Key informants consisted of project leaders and working teams from
the study areas. Research instruments included documentary analysis, in-depth interviews, and
focus group discussions. Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis and content analysis.

The findings revealed that: 1) Buddhist principles, particularly the Five Precepts, the
Seven Conditions of Welfare (Aparihaniyadhamma), and the Seven Virtues of Good Friendship
(Kalyanamittadhamma), functioned as moral mechanisms for regulating behavior, preventing
actions that cause environmental degradation, and strengthening community solidarity in
forest fire prevention and management, 2) the integration of Buddhist principles with Lanna
wisdom such as customary rules, local traditions, belief systems, and the concept of “wet forest”
management contributed to the reduction of forest burning and agricultural waste disposal
by promoting non-violence and harmonious coexistence between humans and nature, and
3) a multilateral cooperation model with monks and temples as the central coordinating actors
effectively connected local communities, governmental agencies, and relevant organizations
through area-based activities that encouraged participation across all age groups. The body of
knowledge derived from this research demonstrates that integrating Buddhist principles with
Lanna wisdom is not merely a value-based or ethical approach, but can be developed into a
practical and sustainable community-based model for addressing forest fire and haze crisis. This
integration serves as a socio-cultural mechanism that enhances collective awareness, commmunity
participation, and long-term environmental management at the local level.
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