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Abstract

This article examines the legal status of Phra Sangkha-
thikan (ecclesiastical administrators) who hold governing positions
within the monastic hierarchy in accordance with the regulations
of the Maha Thera Samakhom (Sangha Supreme Council). Under
the Sangha Act, these administrators are classified as public officials
within the meaning of the Thai Penal Code. This legal designation
affords them protection under the law, such that any person who
commits an offense against them in the performance of their offi-
cial duties is subject to criminal punishment. Conversely, if Phra
Sangkhathikan, in their capacity as public officials, commit offenses
related to their official duties, they are equally subject to criminal

liability under the same legal framework.
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