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Abstract

Thisresearch articleis of 3 objectives: 1)to study the theoretical frameworks, principles,
and systemic obstacles regarding the sustainable self-management and development of local
villages and communities, 2) to study the participatory process in drafting the Self-Managed
Sustainable Community Development Bill through an Integrative Buddhist Integration, and 3) to
propose a draft Bill on Self-Managed and Sustainable Village Communities. The study employs
a gualitative research methodology. Data were collected from 30 informants selected through
purposive sampling.

The research findings indicate that : 1) In the major obstacles and challenges af-
fecting village and community development stem from inequalities and disparities in economic,
social, environmental, and administrative dimensions, these challenges are : (1) communities
lacking rights and opportunities to participate in the management and development of their
own communities in multiple aspects, (2) insufficient and inappropriate budgetary support
from the government for community development, (3) a lack of transparency and fairness in
public sector administration, (4) inadequate and unequal problem-solving efforts and citizen
development across communities; and (5) limited coommunity participation in political and
governance processes. 2) The Buddhist-integrative participatory process can be summarized
into 5 stages namely: (1) participation in collecting data concerning obstacles and problems,
(2) participation in analysing data obtained from questionnaires, (3) participation in implementating
and preparing a prototype draft of a community bill, (4) participation in implementing and
preparing a prototype of the complete draft bill, and (5) the presentation of the prototype of the
complete draft bill. This process is consistent with the Buddhist principles of Aparihaniya-dham-
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ma, Sangahavatthu, Saraniya-dhamma and with the principles underlying the promulgation of
the Vinaya in Buddhism. 3) To present the prototype draft of the Village and Community Bill on
Sustainable Self-Governed Development, B.E. ......... to the people of the village coommunities and to
representatives of Members of the House of Representatives for Lamphun Province, Constituencies
Tand 2, was acted through a participatory process consistent with Buddhist principles. This aims
to enable deliberation, support, and advocacy for the enactment of sound legal provisions, as well
as to strengthen rights-based empowerment and promote the decentralization of participatory
power among grassroots citizens at the village and community levels.
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