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Abstract

This research article aims to: 1) investigate the origin and
significance of the Wai Khru (teacher-honoring) ritual among Shan (Tai Yai)
Buddhists; 2) examine the structure and format of the Wai Khru ceremony; and
3) analyze the Buddhist principles reflected in the ritual. The study employs
qualitative research methods, supplemented by field data collection.

The findings reveal that: 1) the Wai Khru ritual serves as an
expression of respect and gratitude toward former teachers and scholars who
have transmitted knowledge, language, traditions, and cultural values of the
Shan people. It is a way to honor their virtues and demonstrate appreciation;
2) the ritual involves religious ceremonies and offerings to teachers, typically
including raw bananas, rice, flowers, coconuts, and other items. In the past,
the teacher’s offering set (Khant Khru) was traditionally changed every 5 or 7
days. In contemporary practice, this has shifted to a permanent offering set
(Khant Khru Luang), which is now renewed twice a year—once in the fifth
lunar month (April) and again in the eleventh lunar month (November); and
3) the ritual reflects key Buddhist principles, including the Seven Qualities of
a Good Friend (Kaly@namittata 7), the Two Kinds of Worship (Amisa Paja and
Patipatti Paja), and the Three Bases of Merit (Punriakiriyavatthu 3).

Keywords: Wai Khru ritual, Buddhist principles, Shan (Tai Yai)
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