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Abstract

This research article has three objectives: 1) to study the current mod-
els of temple management, 2) to examine the context of temple management in
Chiang Mai Province, and 3) To propose a model of temple management suitable
for the 21* century. This study employs qualitative research methods, including a
document review of the Tipitaka, books, textbooks, related theoretical concepts,
and the management framework outlined in the Sangha Act (3rd Revision), B.E.
2560 (2017). Additionally, in-depth interviews were conducted with 23 key infor-
mants across two temples in Chiang Mai Province. The data were analyzed and
synthesized descriptively.

The findings are as follows: 1) Current Temple Management Effective
temple management is crucial as temples serve as core institutions of Buddhism.
Modern management must adapt to societal changes and encompass six key areas:
governance with vision and leadership, religious education with updated curricula,
welfare education supporting the underprivileged, dissemination utilizing modern
media, public utilities serving the community, and social welfare aiding disaster
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victims. Management must also adhere to principles of good governance to en-
sure transparency and efficiency. 2) Context of Temple Management in Chiang Mai
Province Temple management in Chiang Mai must evolve in line with a changing
society, taking into account cultural diversity, technology, and globalization. Man-
agement should be transparent and inclusive, involving all stakeholders. Religious
education curricula should be updated, and the formats of welfare education and
religious dissemination should be tailored to the needs of 21* century audiences.
Community participation should be encouraged in public utilities and social wel-
fare activities to establish temples as effective and sustainable community centers.
3) Temple Management Model for the 21* Century. To maintain their spiritual and
societal roles, temples must modernize their management practices, focusing on
six aspects: Transparent governance with broad participation, Modernized monastic
and welfare education, Dissemination using advanced communication technol-
ogies, Public utilities that enhance community quality of life, and Social welfare
involving community participation and technology integration. This model aims to
position temples as central hubs for social and religious activities, sustaining their
essential role in community development.

Keywords: Model, Temple Management, 21° Century
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