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Abstract

This academic article is about the study of mural paintings within
Buddhaisawan Chapel. This is to analyze and compare the situation in the mu-
ral painting and the prayer called “Bahum” and the cultural context through
semiotics. This article is a literature review and analysis, which is presented by
a descriptive report.

The Buddhaisawan Chapel is located in the Thailand National Mu-
seum. The main content of the mural paintings, which are shown on the walls
between windows; is about The life of Buddha. Apart from the exquisite mural
painting, the special part of this place is the detail of the Buddha’s story. It is
perfectly related to the Bahum prayer, which is famous among Thai Buddhists
to praise The Buddha’s victories.

The mural paintings are decoded to compare the events in the
Buddha era and the current scenes. Two main semiotics principles that are
mentioned in this article are from an American Philosopher (Charles Sanders
Peirce) and a Swiss Linguist (Ferdinand de Saussure). The relationship of rep-
resentation is dynamic, which is unstable, and changeable according to other
aspects such as culture and society. Nevertheless, the concept of Dhamma is
the most important thing. It should not be neglected to apply the Buddha’s

Dhamma to reproduction as new media in the changing world.
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Abstract

The case of “Phlai Sakdi Surin” a Thai elephant sent abroad in 2001
to serve as an auspicious symbol for the procession of the Emerald Buddha,
inviting the sacred relic to participate in the annual ceremony. This practice,
therefore, serves as an ambassadorial animal, fostering the age-old cultural
ties between Thailand and Sri Lanka, is rooted in fostering diplomatic relations,
and applies to both humans and animals in the role of cultural ambassadors.
Regardless of being “human” or “animal,” they deserve respectful treatment
as stipulated by mutually agreeable and equitable international agreements.
This is crucial to ensure the well-being and safety of life in foreign lands. Un-
fortunately, in the case of Phlai Sakdi Surin, there was a lack of detailed and
comprehensive agreements from the Thai government, leading to political
controversies related to the maltreatment of animals. This, in turn, fueled sig-
nificant political discourse, particularly in Sri Lanka, involving groups opposing
animal labor and temples claiming ownership rights over Phlai Sakdi Surin.
The Thai government had to intervene due to 1) the symbolic importance
of elephants in Thai culture and their long-standing connection to the Thai
way of life, akin to family members, and 2) rectifying past errors in the vague
and overly restrictive agreements on the diplomatic delivery of animals. This
situation prompted the cancellation of the policy of sending elephants as
cultural ambassadors in 2016, along with the necessary legal amendments to

align them with the changing global landscape.

Keywords: Phlai Sakdi Surin, Politics Discourses, Goodwill Ambassador,
Thai - Sri Lanka
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