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Abstract

This research aims to achieve three objectives 1) study the concepts,
beliefs, and symbol systems of Vajrayana Tibetan Buddhism, 2) study the patterns
of Vajrayana Tibetan Thangka Buddhist paintings, and 3) create the contemporary
paintings influenced by Vajrayana Tibetan Buddhist Thangka Painting. It is a research
project on creative arts.

The research found that 1) Thangka is a scroll painting, showed Buddha,
Bodhisattva, Thamnmaban, the figures or the stories of Buddhism. This painting aims
for representing Dhamma and the Teachings. Thangka Buddhist art is influenced to
Tibetan people which is displayed in religious places, buildings, and decorations
of all society member. 2) The patterns of Thangka arts are outstanding for appear-
ance, symbolic color, and Buddhist philosophy. The summary showed that the art
patterns are from the central region Thangka paintings and the Northeast region
Thangka paintings. The combination of arts is original Tibetan paintings since the
17" century and types of paintings are Buddha, Bodhisattva, Thammaban, the
figures of Buddhism. 3) The creation of contemporary art is nine paintings inspired
by the knowledge synthesis of Vajrayana Tibetan Buddhist Thangka Painting. These
paintings are abstract and semi-abstract arts. Concepts and contents of paintings

are connected to Buddha, Bodhisattva, and Thammaban.

Keywords: Vajrayana, Thangka painting, Contemporary painting
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