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Abstract

This research article has three objectives: 1) researching Upagupta
Thera’s background, significance, and beliefs; 2) investigating the Chong Para Tra-
dition of Upagupta’s Floating Ceremony; and 3) creating a painting depicting the
Upasupta tradition. The qualitative research approach, which is based on research
methodologies in the creative arts, was used to perform this study.

The result found that 1) Upagupta Thera, a well-known Buddhist monk
who lived during King Ashoka the Great’s reign. Based on historical reports, it appears
that Upagupta Thera’s devotion is a product of deeply held ideas. 2) The Shan peo-
ple of Mae Ai District and the surrounding areas highly value the Chong Para tradition,
which is connected to the floating ceremonial of Upagupta Thera. The Shan commu-
nity, whose roots are in their profound Buddhist beliefs, has maintained this custom
of paying tribute to Upagupta Thera by building Chong, or castle-like bamboo and
paper buildings, to accrue merit and present it to Upagupta Thera. Itis then put on a
raft and taken on a symbolic river ride. The notion that Upagupta Thera lives under the
sea’s navel. 3) A series of contemporary traditional Thai paintings will be painted on
canvases measuring 100 centimeters in height and 200 centimeters in width consisting
of three paintings: (1) “A Life of Devotion: Upagupta Thera’s Past Life” This artwork
will show the Lanna rendition of a sermon telling the story of Upagupta Thera in his

former existence. It would stress the Buddha’s prophesy that Upagupta Thera will
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serve as a safeguarding Buddhist teaching after the Buddha’s passing. (2) “Triumph
over Adversity: Upagupta Thera’s Victory” The historical event when Upagupta Thera
defeated Vasavarti Mara. (3) “Honoring Tradition: The Floating Chong Para Ceremony”
The lively custom of floating Chong Para by the Shan people in Ban Mae Ai Luang in

Mae Ai District, Chiang Mai Province, will be shown in this painting.
Keywords: Upagupta, Thera Chong Para, Tradition of Upagupta’s, Floating Ceremony
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