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Abstract

This research delves into three primary objectives: 1) to examine the
origins and architectural components of the stupa (Buddhist art) at Wat Mae
Hang, Tambon Wiang Kalong, Amphoe Wiang Pa Pao, Chiang Rai Province,
Thailand; 2) to explore the faith and Buddhist teachings embedded in the
stupa’s construction process and its impact on the community’s well-being; and
3) to investigate the integration of Wiang Kalong art motifs into the stupa’s
design, fostering community spirit and ensuring its preservation for future
generations. Employing a qualitative research approach, the study utilized in-
depth interviews, focus group discussions, and participatory action research
activities conducted at Wat Mae Hang and within the surrounding community.
Participants included monks, local residents, stupa artisans, and relevant
stakeholders, totaling 30 individuals. The findings revealed:

1. Origins and Architectural Components: The stupa’s construction

emerged from the harmonious collaboration of monks and community
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members, encompassing every stage from planning meetings to the completion
of construction and subsequent celebratory events. The stupa embodies the
Lanna-style architectural form, featuring a square base and a whitewashed
structure adorned with gold accents. Additionally, the surrounding area has
been transformed into a learning space showcasing Wiang Kalong art motifs.

2. Faith and Stupa Construction: The stupa’s construction holds
immense significance for the community, fostering a sense of security and
stability. The presence of the stupa within the temple instills faith and
strengthens the community’s bond, serving as a beacon of spiritual unity.

3. Integration of Wiang Kalong Art Motifs: The seamless integration of
Wiang Kalong art motifs into the stupa’s design aligns with the Buddhist
principles of the “Five Strengths” (Pancasila): faith, diligence, mindfulness,
concentration, and wisdom. This integration has contributed to the
community’s spiritual well-being and fostered a sense of unity during the
construction process. Moreover, the preservation of Wiang Kalong art motifs
through this initiative safeguards local heritage, nurtures community spirit, and

establishes a valuable learning resource for future generations.
Keyword : Buddhist Art Therapy, the pagoda, happiness
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