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Abstract

This research article has three objectives: 1) to study the concepts
and development of nature in philosophy and religion, 2) to study Charles
Darwin’s concepts of nature, and 3) to analyze Charles Darwin’s concept of
nature in Theravada Buddhist Perspectives. It is documentary research having
done by studying Darwin academic works, the Tipitaka, Buddhist academic
papers and the other related research works, then, presented its results by
analytical description.

Its results were found that: 1) The development of the philo-re-
ligious concepts about nature is full of arguments about its existence and
reality. These arguments were based on 3 basic concepts namely: the materi-
alism believes that what is absolute real is only the material world; the matter
and energy. They are only in the realm of sensory perceptions. The idealist
believes that there is another reality besides the material world, namely the
non-material or the abstract. The Idealists even though accepted the sensory
reality, but the non-material reality is accepted as the supreme reality. By it

the material truths are evaluated. While naturalists believe that everything
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is made up of natural things which determine qualities of things including
humans and the non-matters as having studied in science. 2) On the concept
of nature, Charles Darwin had discovered the theory of evolution. This theory
explained the origin and existence of various living things could live by ad-
aptation to the environmental changes. Those survival living things survived
through their physical evolution; the natural selection having called by Darwin.
Such description had challenged to the Church faiths which were widespread
influenced on the faiths of the people of that time. Darwin’s concept was
labeled as both humanist and atheistic Concepts. 3) The aforementioned
Darwin’s discovery of natural selective concept had been consistent with
the Theravada Buddhist worldview and principles that all natural things are
made of different parts those depend upon their inter-causations. The natural
living things are also subject to change, suffer and cannot control. Buddhism,
however, guides that the goal of human beings are for self-improvement. In
addition, Buddhism emphasizes on the internal development by practicing

insight meditation that leads to be free from suffering.

Keyword: Nature; Charles Darwin; Theravada Buddhism
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