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Abstract

This academic article is about the study of mural paintings within
Buddhaisawan Chapel. This is to analyze and compare the situation in the mu-
ral painting and the prayer called “Bahum” and the cultural context through
semiotics. This article is a literature review and analysis, which is presented by
a descriptive report.

The Buddhaisawan Chapel is located in the Thailand National Mu-
seum. The main content of the mural paintings, which are shown on the walls
between windows; is about The life of Buddha. Apart from the exquisite mural
painting, the special part of this place is the detail of the Buddha’s story. It is
perfectly related to the Bahum prayer, which is famous among Thai Buddhists
to praise The Buddha’s victories.

The mural paintings are decoded to compare the events in the
Buddha era and the current scenes. Two main semiotics principles that are
mentioned in this article are from an American Philosopher (Charles Sanders
Peirce) and a Swiss Linguist (Ferdinand de Saussure). The relationship of rep-
resentation is dynamic, which is unstable, and changeable according to other
aspects such as culture and society. Nevertheless, the concept of Dhamma is
the most important thing. It should not be neglected to apply the Buddha’s

Dhamma to reproduction as new media in the changing world.
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