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Abstract

The objectives of this dissertation were to study the history and
development in building the Buddha image in Buddhism, to study ideology
in building the jade Buddha images in Lanna, and to propose conservative
guidelines of building the jade Buddha images in Lanna. Qualitative research
methods were composed of documentary research and in-depth interview.
The results found that the history and development in building Buddha images
were aimed to be the symbol of Lord Buddha and worshiped. The creation of
Buddha images started when Greeks came to India. The characters of Buddha
images composed of Mahapurisalakkhana concept (the thirty-two marks of
the great man). Local wisdom was later applied to building Buddha images.

The ideology in building the jade Buddha images in Lanna is for
the Buddhists having been sacred jade Buddha images in local places and for
expression of their belief according to Buddhism, e.g., the belief in Kamma,
the consequences of its actions, the individual ownership of that action and
confidence, the Enlishtenment of the Buddha. These traditional beliefs were
the Lanna wisdom heritages.

The Lanna jade Buddha image’s conservative guidelines were
manifest as follow 1) publicizing the values and advantages in worshiping the
Buddha images through various media, 2) setting the proper enshrined place,
3) creating activities for people to realize the importance of jade Buddha im-
age and virtue of worshiping and 4) building up academic networks regarding
jade Buddha image, The conservation of jade Buddha images brings about the
four distinct values in many fields e.g., arts, cultures, societies and economies.

Keywords : Conservating, Inheritance, Jade Buddha, Lanna
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