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Abstract

The objectives of this thesis were as follows; 1) to study ritual of
midnight alms-round, 2) to study faith and benefits of midnight alms-round,
and 3) to offer guidelines for preserving midnight alms-round in Muang district,
Chiang Mai province by studying related documents and by interview to find
in-depth information from target group 21 people with specific selection
consisting of abbots, ceremonial laymen who managed midnight alms-round
ceremony, monks who walked for alms-round, people participating in mid-
night alms-round ceremony and Buddhist learned people in Muang district,
Chiang Mai province as studied area. The tools used to collect data were in
-depth interviews, and data were analyzed in descriptive manner.

The results of research were found that: 1) Midnight alms-round
ceremony was inherited from Samantapasidhika and Asokavadana. The story
told that Phra upakut was an arahant with great prowess in the time that king
Asoka who invited him to safeguard celebration pagodas. King Asoka went
down into the water to hold him on to the shore. This became the origin of
carrying Phra Upakut from the water to preside over at the ceremony in the
midnight alms-round ceremony.

2) Faith and benefits of midnight alms-round ceremony were that
Phra Upakut was a powerful monk and that he had not yet attained nirvana
and held a state of divine being. Giving alms to Phra Upakut would cause ben-

efits such as a successful ambition as wished.
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3) Guidelines for preserving midnight alms-round should involved
public information and the news report by using multi-media which were

public information that could cause people to receive fast information.
Keywords: Faith, Benefit, Midnight alms-round
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