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Abstract
This research is of three objectives: 1) to examine the concept of
cosmology in Buddhism, 2) to investigate the concept of temple planning
in Lan Na, 3) to analyze the concept of cosmology that appeared in the
layout of temples in Lan Na. This research was conducted by the qualitative
research method included the In-depth Interview to the Buddhist monks
and Buddhist scholars. All data were presented by the descriptive method.
The Finding are that: 1) the concept of cosmology in Buddhism
derived from Brahmanism - Hinduism then be improved to suit the Buddhist
doctrine. 2) Royal temples in Lan Na show a direct use of cosmological
concepts in their layout, particularly in the patterns of the most significant
buildings, the stupa and the Vihara located in the middle of temple and
the alisnment of the temple buildings on an east-west axis. In contrast, the
layouts of civil temples focus more on functionality than the direct use
of cosmological concepts. The layout of civil temples attaches unusually
considerable importance to the Vihara. 3) The view that civil temple planning
in Lan Na may make use of the principles of the Triple Gem for temple layouts
that present the symbolic meaning of the temple’s elements: the Vihara

referring to the Buddha; the monastery library signifying to the Buddhist
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Doctrines or Dhamma; and the monks’ cell characterizing to the Sangha
Community. However, as a principle, the layouts of both kinds of temple,
royal and civil, still stress the importance of the Stupa and Vihara, attaching

greater importance to the Buddha than the Dhamma and the Sangha.
Keywords : Buddhist Cosmology, The layout of temple, Lan Na temples
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