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Abstracts

The objectives of this study were: 1) to investigate the historical
background of the Tai Khun literature on Sujavanna, 2) to explore the Buddhist
ethics in the Tai Khun literature on Sujavanna’ and 3) to analyze the Buddhist
ethics in the Tai Khun literature on Sujavanna. It is a qualitative research.

The study revealed the literature on ‘Sujavanna’ is composed by
the learned Tai Khun in Keng Tung of Shan State, Myanmar. The form and
subject of the literature are a picture of the simplicity of people in Keng Tung
who are humble. They enjoy their lives according to the tradition, as well as a
role model in the lives with their abilities and ethically. In addition, this literature
has been copied sequentially. The version conducted in this research is about
100 years old. The content of Buddhist is divided into three parts - 1) Sila or
morality: the fundamental practice of man, 2) Dasa Kusala Kamma or the ten
wholesome actions which lead to happiness and prosperity and 3) Ariya Magga
or the Noble Eightfold Path or the path to get rid of sufferings.

In term of Buddhist ethics that appear in literature, it can be practised
in a way of life to refine the behaviour of people. That is to say, develop people
live according to moral principles. There is, furthermore, a belief that emphasizes
practices that can develop themselves accordingly. The ultimate goal of this
literature remains the practice of being free from suffering, resulting in a peaceful

society. In addition, the tradition of preaching the Dhamma in Sujavanna is
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considered as the cultural heritage as well. The ultimate goal is to develop

oneself according to Buddhist ethics to reach Nibbana.

Keywords: Buddhist Ethics, Tai Khun Literature, Sujavanna
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