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Abstract

This article consists of three objectives: 1) to examine the
tradition of creating the Buddha image in Buddhism, 2) to investigate
the culture of creating Phra Chao Tan Jai in Lanna and 3) to analyze
the tradition of creating Phra Chao Tan Jai in Lanna Culture.

According to the Lanna Buddhist people, they have the culture
and beliefs of creating Phra Chao Tan Jai as a replica of the Buddha, and
when the image is constructed in a meticulous manner and accordance
with the Buddha Characteristics viz., grace, bravado, asymmetry and able
to persuade people to become faithful. When anyone perceives the
beauty of the Buddha image, it will bring faith and satisfaction. Buddhists
conventionally consider the Buddha image to represent a recognized
symbol of the Buddha, a symbol of the purity of the Dharma, and both
as a symbol of the relief of suffering according to the Noble monks, so
those who create the Buddha image will equally receive that virtue.

In the land of Lanna, there is a tradition of creating Phra Chao Tan
Jai and beliefs of the sacredness and the miraculous power of the creation
of that Buddha image. For this reason, they have mighty minds and diligent
efforts to build Buddha seriously. However, in this belief in Buddhism, it is
considered a matter for the mortals who still demand these things to nourish
the mind. The key is not to become extremely passionate, insane, and lacking
in the Law of Kamma. In regard to the respect of sacred things, supernatural

powers and miracles, if as long as they believe in the Law of Kamma, they are,
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however, considered to be indispensable from the principles of Buddhism.
f’?’]ﬁ’]f’qllﬁy : Buddhist Arts; Sim of Wat Xiengthong, Luangphrabang
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