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Abstract

This research article is of three objectives: 1) to examine the
concept of Buddhist cosmology in Lanna architecture, 2) to investigate
the Buddhist architecture of Wat Phra That Hariphunchai and 3) to analyze
the concept of Buddhist cosmology as found in architecture of Wat Phra
That Hariphunchai. This research was conducted through a qualitative and
documentary method.

The results revealed that It has been found that Lanna artists have
applied the concept of Buddhist cosmology in art and conveyed it in concrete
art. As we all know, Buddhist cosmology is composed of Sumeru mountain
as the center of the universe, artists have introduced this idea to temple
planning such as the construction of a pagoda instead of Sumeru mountain as
the center of the universe within the temple.

Regarding the Buddhist architecture in Wat Phra That Hariphunchai,
the temple wall is divided into two, one is called the low wall surrounding a
pagoda or Buddhavasa and another called the high wall surrounding a temple.
The Four Pavilions were built surrounding all four directions of the Grand Pagoda.

The Four Pavilions are as: Viharn Luang or Buddha-image hall is located in the
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east, Lavo Vihara is located on the north, Tanjai Vihara is located on the west
and the Buddha Vihara is on the south. In addition, there are four small halls
namely: Viharn Phra Chao Pan Ton or A Hall of Thousands Buddhas, Viharn
Phra Sai Yard or the Reclining Buddha Hall, Viharn Phra Chao Klak Klua or Hall
of Red Buddha, Viharn Phra Bath See Roi or Hall of Four Buddhas Footprints
and Mount Sumeru models. All of these are located within the low wall
surrounding a pagoda or Buddhavasa. Therefore, it is considered as the starting
point to be an arrangement according to the Buddhist cosmology.

In terms of the representation of cosmological symbols within
temples, when walking into the temple, all will pass the Arch, which was
modeled from Himmavanta forest. There were a pair of lions in the entrance
before entering the Sumen Mountain, and there were also four continents:

Jambudvipas, Aparagodaniyas, Purvavidehas and Uttarakus.

Keywords: Buddhist Cosmology, Buddhist Architecture
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