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Abstract

The objectives of this thesis were as follows; 1) to study history
and background of Buddhist symbolic media, 2) to study beliefs of Buddhist
symbolic media in Lanna society, and 3) to analyze beliefs in Buddhist symbolic
media in Lanna society (in the case study of lion, great serpent and wheel of
the doctrine). It was qualitative research through in-depth interview with groups
of 12 key informants as 1) a group of monks and 2) a group of laymen (4 in the
case study of lion, 4 in the case study of great serpent and 4 in the case study
of the doctrine) in the areas of Chiang Mai province and Chiang Rai province.

The results of research were found that: The values of beliefs
towards Buddhist symbolic media in Lanna society in terms of beliefs in
Buddhist symbolic media could be as follows; 1) it linked to connect people
in the communities to create love solidarity and harmony, 2) it became the
center of mind of members of communities to start doing things in unison,
3) it allowed communities members to learn rules, patterns and cultures of
communities and to make ways of life of communities in accordance with
the groups’ ways of life, 4) it brought beliefs and faiths into the principles of
religion as to have fear of sin and brought the mind to prosper in virtue, and 5)
it became a form of communication of beliefs of communities and it became a
starting point to induce members to access content in the beliefs of communities

that had inherited since the ancestors.
Keywords : Ideology/ Symbolic/ Belief/ Buddhism/ Lana Community
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