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Abstract

The objectives of the research were 1.) to study the social change
affecting the way of life of the Lawa ethnic group and 2.) to study factors
affecting the social change of the Lawa ethnic group. The research sampling
subjects consisted of the community of monks, the elders, village headmen,
the community leaders, the teachers, the housewives, the household
heads, the youths, and the persons concerned, such as the technician of
the Royal Project Development Center in Mae Sariang. Data collection was
made through field survey, observation of community lifestyles, participant
observation, in-depth interview, and focus group discussion. Results of the
data analysis were presented in explanation as duly perceived.

The research findings were as follows:

The social change affecting the life of the Lawa ethnic group,
showed that there was a great deal of social change, which was due to
the two factors, namely, the internal and the external. The internal factor
included the population increase, the household and residential change,
material demands, influence of modern culture on the changing of the way
of life, beliefs, customs, and culture. Also considered was the external factor
consisting of governmental development efforts, educational management,
economic changes, and technological introduction. These factors gradually
gave rise to the modern lifestyle change of the Lawa ethnic group.

The change of the lifestyles of the Lawa was most clearly seen in
terms of family, population, seography, economy, administration, education,
tradition, and culture. All these factors affected the lifestyle of community
members positively and negatively. In some case, those who were affected

had a better life, while in other cases, they faced social problems such as
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narcotics, unemployment and ethical regression.

The aforesaid changes were due to such following factors as
community members adopting new social values, and applying external
cultural ideas to their daily lives. Such practices were continuously affecting
the Lawa ethnic lives in social, cultural, economic, and environmental

aspects.

Keywords: Social Change Affecting; The Way of Life; Ethnic
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