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Abstract

The objectives of this thesis were 1) to study meaning and type of the
Law of Karma in the Tipitaka, 2) to study the Law of Karma in the Dhammapada
Commentary as appeared in the Dhammapada Commentary, and 3) to analyze
the Law of Karma as appeared in the Dhammapada Commentary affecting the
Thai society. The research methodology was based on documentary study of the
Pali Tipitaka, the Tipitaka translated version and the Dhammapada Comentary,
including canonical texts, and the research works involved.

The research findings were as follows:

1). Karma means an action of body, speech and mind, both good
and bad, which was attempted with volition; and the law of Karma is a result of
human action performed with volition. 2). The Law of Karma in the Dhammapada
Commentary indicates twelve kinds of Karma in terms of result process are
much concerned with a period of time to give result to the doer, to give result
according to duty, and to give result in line with level of the Karma’s degree.
3). The Law of Karma in the Dhammapada Commentary has influence on Thai
society in many aspects, e., g., in terms of belief in Karma, admonition on
Karma, behavior, leading a life at household level, social hierarchy, myriads of
customs and traditions, Krama nullifying, ethical value, and so forth. This makes

correct the understanding of the law of Karma.
Keywords: Law of Karma; Dhammapada Commentary
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