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MEMORIES OF DEATH: FUNERAL PHOTOGRAPHS, NARRATIVES, AND THE
DEFINING IDENTITY OF THE NONG BUA CHINESE COMMUNITY
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Introduction: Funeral rituals reflect beliefs about the afterlife and shape the
meanings attached to relationships between the living and the deceased
across societies. However, studies of death culture have tended to focus on
the period of funeral rituals rather than on meanings that persist afterward.
Objective: This study analyzes the framing and compositional processes
of funeral photographs and the narratives surrounding them as objects of
past memory, reflecting cultural meanings of death and the construction of
Chinese community identity in Nong Bua Community, Chanthaburi Province.
Methods: This qualitative study adopts an ethnographic approach, analyzing
connections between memories narrated by community members and
funeral photographs collected from three families in Nong Bua Community.
Results: Memories associated with funeral photographs can be examined
from two dimensions. First, photographs function as historical witnesses
to funeral rituals. Through framing and the arrangement of objects within
the images, photographs convey beliefs about the afterlife embedded
in the cultural practices of the Nong Bua Chinese community. Second,
narratives of memories associated with the photographs reveal meanings
of death constructed through hierarchical relationships within the family
lineage and within the community. These meanings extend beyond the
visual elements represented in the photographs. Conclusion: These two
dimensions demonstrate that funeral photographs are not merely records
of past rituals but also sites where memories and meanings of death are
transmitted, interpreted, and reconstructed, thereby contributing to the

construction of Chinese community identity.
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