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LEGAL MEASURES FOR COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN POST-RELEASE ASSIS-
TANCE AND RECIDIVISM PREVENTION

Keywords: ABSTRACT

Recidivism; Sexual offenses; Public - Introduction: Thailand has long faced the challenge of recidivism among
participation individuals convicted of sexual and violent offences. To address this issue,
the Prevention of Reoffending in Sexual and Violent Offences Act B.E.
2565 (2022) was enacted and implemented. Nevertheless, the Act fails to
incorporate mechanisms for meaningful community participation in recid-
ivism prevention and lacks adequate post-release support measures
for offenders reintegrating into society. This legislative framework
therefore departs from the internationally accepted rehabilitation model,
which advocates a collaborative approach between the State and the
community in promoting offender rehabilitation, social reintegration, and
the sustainable prevention of reoffending. Objective: This study aims to
examine and analyze the legal obstacles and institutional limitations in
promoting community participation in the prevention of recidivism among
sexual and violent offenders. Method: This study used qualitative research
methods by studying documents and analyzing the data through descrip-
tive content analysis. Results: According to the State-Community Reha-
bilitation Theory, the prevention of recidivism should be structured around
three interconnected dimensions: offender rehabilitation, recidivism
prevention, and post-release support and reintegration. Community par-
ticipation constitutes a fundamental element across all three dimensions,
as it facilitates offenders’ successful reintegration into society and con-
tributes to sustainable crime prevention. This theoretical approach has
been adopted in the legislative and correctional frameworks of the Unit-
ed States and the United Kingdom, resulting in more effective mechanisms
for reducing reoffending and promoting public safety. Conclusion: The
findings of this study suggest that the Prevention of Reoffending in Sexu-
al and Violent Offences Act B.E. 2565 (2022) should be revised to strength-
en its provisions concerning recidivism prevention and post-release support.
In particular, the legislation should establish mechanisms that encourage
and facilitate meaningful community participation, consistent with the
State-Community Rehabilitation Theory. Such an approach would foster
cooperation between governmental agencies and local communities,
thereby enhancing the effectiveness of offender rehabilitation, social re-

integration, and the long-term prevention of reoffending.
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