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Abstract

This research aimed to study the maintenance and dynamics of Buddhist
culture among Malaysians of Thai descent in the State of Kelantan in Malaysia.
The study applied the qualitative research through observations, Focus Group
and in-depth interviews with 30 key informants among Malaysians of Thai descent
in the State of Kelantan in Malaysia. The data were analyzed for conclusions
and the results presented using a descriptive analysis technique.

The results show that Buddhist monks of all ranks in Kelantan, Malaysia
play a role in the maintenance of Buddhism whether in terms of management
of Buddhist temples, the emphasis on studying the Tripitaka including Vinaya,
Sutra and Abphidthumma, on Buddhist monkhood, teaching Thai language,
Buddhism and Thai culture, as well as the promotion of the temples to be the
heart and soul of the followers. However, the propagation of Buddhism also
faces an obstacle due to the fact that majority of current monks are ordained
in the short term, resulting in lack of monks residing in the temples to take care
of the community in some years. In addition, the community has limitations in
propagation of the religion, Thai language and culture through the media due to
the lack of specialist in the field, only with quite a few related activities. Most
Malaysians of Thai descent were relatively poor, thus, to conserve or preserve
the Buddhist culture with its own group is unlikely. They require the support of
the Malaysian Chinese mostly, leading to a modification of Buddhist culture with
the dynamics of 3 new patterns of Buddhist temples existing in the community,
i.e. temples of original model-those having no assistance from other ethnic
groups, temples with integrative modification due to assistance provided by
Chinese and Indian Malaysians and those with total modification from the original
forms (similar to Mahayana architecture) due to influence of Chinese who have

a role in management of the temple.

Keyword : Maintenance, Dynamics, Buddhist Culture, Malaysians of Thai Descent
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