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Abstract

This study is to focus on and analyse the cultoral relation
between the State and the communities concerning the organization
of the development of Nakhon Si Thammarat ‘s Duean Sib Festival
from 1977-2007 C.E.

The development of Nakhon Si Thammarat ‘s Duean Sib Festival
during the period of study is divided into three phases.

Firstly, from 1977 to 1993 C.E., the State and the communities
had been searching for the distinctive characteristics of the festival
which was revived and promoted as the cultural symbol of Nakhon Si
Thammarat. Then the festival focused on promoting the historic sites
in the province owing to the Government policy of conservating and
restoring in encouraging local.

Secondly, from 1994 to 1998 C.E., which the decline of Buddhist
teaching in the local communities in Nakhon Si Thammarat, the local
administration and the communities tried to search for new features
for the festival.
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Thirdly, from 1995 to 2007 C.E., the festival focused on promoting
the conservation of folk art and culture of Nakhon Si Thammarat.
During this period local intellectual, localism and decentralization has
been highlighted.

The government policies undoubtedly has affected towards the
direction of the festival. In addition, the interaction between diverse
groups of people has also helped the changing faces of the festival
and encouraging the tourism in Nakhon Si Thammarat.
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