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ABSTRACT

The study of Women in Rural society : A Historical Study on
Sathing Phra Peninsula in Songkhla Province.1961-2007 aimed at
examining women in rural society structure and their change of status

' ghwmaenasd dsshsmindeemand ancaysumaniuasinnmand inineduindo s

DA 9 adufl 1 (1w wu-Rugiuu 2557)




and role during an implementation of the National Economic and
Social Development Plan. The research methods used were historical
approach : they were done through study of documents and collection
of oral data in fieldworks.

The result of this study revealed that the women livelihood in
previous rural society was simple and strictly under customary or
social norms i.e. they were inevitably confined. as a good wife,
mother and daughter with domestic roles. Later, when the rural
society was impacted by the economic expansion of capitalism and
the arrival of materialist culture due to the implementation of the National
Economic and Social Development Plan, the women's status has been
continually affected. This resulted in a movement with the major
purpose of their roles’ adaptation. The mentioned role were ,such
as, those in family, social activities, and economy. However, in the view
of customs, most of the women were able to maintain their continity
and attempt to adapt their roles in order to be in line with cultural and
social changes of the rural context.
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