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Abstract

This article not only examined the seizing enemy property of
Thailand in World War Il and the movement of Free Burmese Army in
Lampang, but also indicated the value of Thai modern history. Thailand’s
declaration of entry into the Second World War in 1941 results in many
changes in Lampang province as there was a large number of British
in the province at the time. Moreover, the new rules and regulations
were enacted; Enemy and Enemy Property Act, 1942. Because of
the Act, the British became the enemy of Thailand and had to evacuate
Lampang as soon as possible. So, this situation had the huge effects
on the wealthy Burmese who living in Lampang at that time. Severa
of the Burmese elites in Lampang who had formerly worked with
the British, feared losing their economic powers especially the teak
forest businesses. Finally, the wealthy Burmese set up the Free Burmese
Army to join the Japanese troops and support Japan. They reasoned
that, if Japan won the war, the Burmese in Lampang would be able to
operate their teak forest businesses. On the other hand, when Japan
lost the war, the Free Burmese Army collapsed as well as economic

position of the wealthy Burmese in Lampang declined.

Keywords : Seizing Enemy Property and Free Burmese Army
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