4 4 - L9 o
ANaLdalsas “iiluzen” Iudasans

Belief in Neak ta in Khmer Society

ety AaNeIsITN’
Chanchai  Khongphianthum

-7 1
UNacaga
X 44 2o o A o d
unanaitssinmsvuuanagaGosiasen 19 LG UL
=1 [ £ =3 1 =% z dﬁgj a
maqmm@]ﬂummmmﬁa@uu WAMTAME L Leven luUsumeian Tt ii i an e
= :./I dl [~1 =% (% v o a = o 21
wazweiany Svienidivlanuasiinsauasinds mifiavaadozemnasnsnaiwnn e
1 A =1 dl [~3 A dl L% I a :ll 1 =1 dl
3 N fia 1) ey ma@wmL@anﬂaaghusnmuumﬂau 2) Wielzen
o - 4 Jd .9 & 4 . o
L‘]Jummmiywmmmmﬂmamlmmmamﬂmagﬂuwumu ) Meviad wag 3) hezen
¥ I3 € o o
mmmmmﬂanﬁ%wnaa@uﬁlwqmummﬂﬂmawmmLﬁazmmu UONNNALANT
A A A Y o oA A P wa 6§ o v o wa &
PMNSaaNertasiuilezm Feaansaslseifeaasndnulseifemans
1 v ada 1 dl A‘ i L% = [~ 3K~ =) L% Aj dl 1
fauyanana JULUUATNITNENS o MiRedasiuilssamnidudniadeniienane
Bauss i Idavenfinenudnedaudneny druuvumassdioven ludsauans
Tt ladn 3 Ussms @ 1) esvnaenndudeslaliunienludsen 2) 4w
o Aady A aAva o & a DA o
AILRNVANANNLIENnFENFnaDaU e 3) L‘.LJ%Q%EJ?’JNQG]ELQELMLLﬂ@‘lﬂ%ﬁﬂ@NL‘ﬂNi
4 4.9y 44 A v . Mo o »
L“Vi@lNa%%ﬂ%‘lﬂﬂ%ﬂ’ﬂ&lL‘D’E]Liaﬂmﬁz@ﬂL‘IJNLL‘IN LLamﬁqaqVL@MﬁamJmemaum
(% d"’ dl =1 Iﬂl = o A 6 o LY
NIk L‘l/LE’NmﬂNﬂﬁLNEJLLW?L?E]Q?TJ“IJEJ\‘IL%EJ%GHSLHEULLUUT@QM%&&@HW?@%&WW?‘U
@ > , b4 A o o =
LN wmﬂammmﬂwmﬂmmwmw i’JNle’i‘]ﬁi"’ngﬂ%LLUULiﬂ%ﬁs@u‘ﬁ%ﬂismmﬂﬂﬂ:ﬂ

al 2
anaaY

" @3, U s LasIsIaaasIuean ausAalians ainenduguaTienil




Abstract

The study aims to explore the belief in Neak Ta, one type of
Khmer holy spirit, in terms of the its origin and roles in Khmer society.
According to the study, it is learnt that Neak Ta can be males or
females and can be single or not. Moreover, Neak Ta is of 3 origins :
1) Neak Ta that is an ancestor or Neak Ta used to live in the area before.
2) Neak Ta that is a stranger that has later moved into the area.
3) Neak Ta that is created by the locals. The sacredness of Neak Ta
can be strengthened by the rituals related to Neak Ta and by the tales
of Neak Ta, which the history of Khmer is inextricably intertwined with
the history of individuals in the society. As regards the role of Neak Ta,
is serves 3 roles in Khmer society : 1) to help express the suffering of
Khmer people in the society 2) to help maintain the social norms
3) to serve as a unifying symbol of Khmer people. The reason why
the belief in Neak Ta has existed in Khmer society is the story of Neak
Ta has been published as comics for children, portable books for
adults as well as textbooks for primary school children.
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