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Roles of Teachers in Helping and Supporting Disabled
University Students: A Case Study of a Rajabhut University
in the South of Thailand
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine roles of teachers in helping and
supporting disabled University students through the focus of the roles
of teachers in teaching and learning management of a mixed class
of typical and disabled students. The study was investigated through
needs and supports of 22 current and former students with visual
defects and hearing defects in a Rajabhat University in the South of
Thailand. The study was qualitative research. The data was collected
by a semi structured one-to-one interview and a semi structure group
interview. A sign language interpreter was employed to help with the
interview with students with hearing defects. The findings revealed that
disabled students wanted supports from the teacher in eight roles:
teaching and learning, advising. supporting adjustment and learning to
live with others, motivating achievement. guarding student rights, career
advising, developing higher education curriculum, and creating knowledge
and innovation. The views of disabled students were not only challenging
for the teachers, but also reflected education management of a local
university for disabled students.

Keywords : roles of teachers, help and support, disabled students,
local university
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