Thigfingurnaiulatvumisumsionsihlosss
Melaleuca Forest in Khuan So Community and Lesson

from Forest Management by State
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Abstract

This study is intended to investigate the relationship between
the people’s way of life and Melaleuca forest, and also changing from
forest management by state in Khuan So Sub-district, Khuan Niang
District, Songkhla Province. The data was collected through in-depth
interviews, group discussions, and non-participatory observations.
The results of the study can be classified into four categories :
Firstly, people's way of life, It was found that Khuan So residents led
a simple life living in houses located near sources of natural resources,
especially Melaleuca forest on which their livelihoods depended and
they made direct and indirect use of the Melaleuca forest. Secondly,
Melaleuca forest was not only a wildlife habitat but also an important
place for people is dependence for their live: the Melaleuca forest
was a source of food, building materials, and occupations. Thirdly,
people have used the Melaleuca forest as an "exempt forest' meaning
that they would not cut any immature tree down for use. Lastly,
it was found that a new way of using the Melaleuca forest under state
management was that a vast area of the forest has been turned into
rubber and palm oil plantations in accordance with the government
policy on growing economic plants, and there had also been an
increase in forest invasion and deforestation by capitalists. In addition
the people’'s way of life in the community has also changed from
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loving and protecting the forest to neglecting it and allowing it to go
the way the state authority managed it.

However, making change through cooperation between the state
and the community by allowing the community to participate in
managing the forest in terms of utilization, preservation, revival of
the "exempt forest’ concept, and using the institutional mechanism
by appointing a community committee with people in the village
serving as committee members, and the state only supports the
community by providing knowledge and fund so that sustainability
in the Melaleuca forest management by the community will take place.

Keywords : people’s way of life, Melaleuca forest, exempt forest,
community, Khuan So
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