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Horror-Creating Techniques in the
Novel Long Likay by Phakinai
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Abstract

This study analyses the techniques of horror construction in Long Likay,
a novel by Phakhinai, in two principal respects: (1) the interweaving of folk
culture with beliefs concerning ghosts, spirits, and ritual, and (2) the literary
devices through which horror is generated. Adopting a qualitative design and
the methodology of literary criticism, the study takes Long Likay (2020, Sofa
Publishing) as its primary source, and the analysis is guided by conceptual
frameworks concerning the generic characteristics of the horror novel and
perception through the five senses, in conjunction with concepts of the sociocultural
function of literature and of spirit beliefs in Thai society. The findings identify
two salient sets of techniques. The first is the fusion of folk culture with beliefs
concerning ghosts, spirits, and ritual, effected through the deployment of Likay
performance and the derelict Likay playhouse as a liminal space between the
worlds of the living and the dead; through the conflation of beliefs about spirits
denied justice with the doctrine of karma; and through the figuring of sacred
space that, once abandoned, is transformed into a malevolent power. The second
consists of literary devices, namely semantically contradictory symbolism,
description mobilizing all five senses, characters liminally positioned between
the two worlds, and plot reversals articulated with the law of karma. Taken
together, these demonstrate a distinctive synthesis of Thai cultural symbolism

with universal literary technique.

Keywords : Horror-Creating Techniques, Long Likay, Liminal space, Folk culture,
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2. WUIARATYTYZNINIBNUGTTH (Cultural Symbolism)

a a

WURARATYTYYANEN (Semiotics) H5INFIUKIAINIULEN Saussure (1983)
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fuddldain Aadzmauansiurinuaedng duununardunaing
AwNanesiaenedes laaAsulsaandlinaneady “Aufirnae 7
wiaeuduLLsznInlanaaspuiulazaume aeaziiulfainaaazidan
selui
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\N18als9AN MATEATIILITENNIAGE BT UANINNIALNT N BILIIALNINY
wrasihihund uazdasiivaandaannsuanduadin GaFaumiilsngin
Aasdinfudauainadailiansagdon safudnduirdandumela senas
yeAsadafidslainnds nresdnihuniiiineielvaundann o a7
Idflan” (NAls, 2563 : 47)
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Ay s v ' v a o o o s =~ a =
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1.2 ANNTBTOII YU ULAZNUINNTTH
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(community of practice) lngianiy daausryindinewt “Auasailasiu
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. . U 4
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a v A Ao Lo Lo = o
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A aa Ao o =1
UrhunadsaesdsznianaAty Al
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gunannedldviulnetFene Jldnislisud Andenglusiaunds “Wigaund
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@aNlnTH NIeRnLarilaqtiu AANUNNINTINAIUALEURT LR
aa = ) ¥ a
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Nasunadn incongruityd TallduAvinlin waanansnaisussannAseasdnyla
Tunaneniu Asunfasdiniihywnlufaundlashesnansisnihuazans
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2.2 N3UTTHNAEUTEANNANNS
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2.3 NIEINAIAZATNNINANTENINLANNIA DY

thysuiilusazasfigusairaiugasanusdalifanuinam
Tudednansnl feulaiuilanaannanduseifluiemdenmiidaaian
winnstigoyde videseidudfignin e esgensddnd vieudusisaias
Fugnsgvinunede pmarnanitaisanaiaeiaanean edes Taaanpdad
fuuuaAndes “Anuieiavenaniu’ (uncanny) Tessans iadindinAns
nénfinsandsiigafedaiiduasudndunaiefiudaudandsevann read,
1999 : 217-256) fsfilanglusioum “Dhymniueginia geandnesiaaat
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Tutlsziiusinazasiinay wl Aam)oud neulnsiiies (2562) azwuAuiinas
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