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Images of Cambodia in Saijaphoum La-or’s Travelogues:
Role of Thai Travelogue as the Medium in Communicating
Image of Neighboring Countries'
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Abstract

The purpose of this research article is to examine the images of
Cambodia in travelogues by Sajjaphoum La-or, written between 2001 and 2010,
a period when Thailand faced challenges in its diplomatic relations with
Cambodia. The dataset consists of four travelogues: Deiw Khmer (2001),
Song Khmer: Trawen Kamphuchea (2003), Pha Khmer Hen Saigon (2005), and
Jum Reab Suor: Battambong (Hello, Battambong) (2010). These works are
analyzed through the lens of representation approach. The findings reveal that
Sajjaphoum La-or’s travelogues depict Cambodia in a positive light, portraying
it as a historical city with an ancient civilization. Additionally, Cambodia is
presented as a land where people share a lifestyle and way of life similar to that
of the Thai people, underscoring the long-standing and enduring relationship
between the populations of the two nations. Although the documentary includes
the painful history of Cambodia during the Khmer Rouge era, it also conveys
empathy and admiration for the resilience of the Cambodian people as they
grapple with the aftermath of the war. It can be concluded that Sajjaphoum

La-or’s travelogues on Cambodia played a significant role in shaping a positive
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image of Cambodia and fostering a constructive attitude among Thai readers

during a period of strained diplomatic relations between the two countries.

Keywords : Travelogues, Images of Cambodia, Thailand, Sajjaphoum La-or
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' Cambodia: Kingdom of Wonder
31 : Ministry of Tourism of Kingdom of Cambodia
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The flagship identity will be the unique and iconic Angkor Wat.

The others are to be used when promoting the following destinations and activities of interest to tourists:

on of Wonsder
Anglm
Spectacular and grand, it is the reason most tourists visit Cambodia
and is at the heart of national pride. Also to be used when promoting
other temple sites throughout the country.

CAMBODIA CAMB,QT;?IA CAMPEDIA

Culture
Represents traditional celebrations, festivals
and other cultural activities.

CAMBODIA

Kggdon. of 7

Community-Based Tourism
Represents rural daly life and traditional ways.

Nature and Ecotourism

Represents nature, strength, heritage and wisdom.

To be used when promoting nature-based tourism,
ecotourism and northeast Cambodia.

CAMBODIA

Rigpon. of Wonsder

The Mekong

Cuisine
Represents Cambodia’s cuisine
and vibrant markets.

CAMBODIA

Kinghom. f Wonder

Coastal Destinations
‘Cambodia’s diverse beach

Unique to Cambodia, the playful Mekong River Dolphin p

represents fun and the Mekong, To be used and mangrove forests. To be used when promoting
when promoting activities along the Mekong River Sihanoukville, Kep, Kampot, and Koh Kong.
including Kratie and Stung Treng Provinces.

To be used when promoting community-based
tourism and village homestays.

mwi 2 lalrianadny Cambodia : Kingdom of Wonder mawuin1sviadiiiea
N7 : Cambodia: Kingdom of Wonder
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GENERAL INFORMATION ATTRACTIONS TRAVEL GUIDE TOURIST INFORMATION CENTER MAP VIDEO

€BACK Toul Sleng Genocide Museum (S-21)

Prior to 1975, Toul Sleng was a high school. When the Khmer Rouge came to power it was converted into the S-21
prison and interrogation facility. Inmates were systematically tortured to extract confessions, after which they were
executed at the killing fields of Choeung Ek. S-21 processed over 17,000 people, less than a dozen of whom
survived. The building now serves as a museum, a memorial and a testament to the madness of the Khmer Rouge
regime.

Mwi 3 WAsAnsianaaaaasiisngluduladnssnsaansvieuiisanume
#ix : Welcome to Phnom Penh (Capital City)
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GENERAL INFORMATION  [ENRUVNGMIEIl  TRAVEL GUIDE  TOURIST INFORMATION CENTER ~ MAP  VIDEO

€BACK Choeung Ek Memorial (The Killing Fields)

Located about 17km south of Phnom Penh, Choeung Ek was once an orchard and a Chinese graveyard. It was used
by the Khmer Rouge regime as an execution ground to put down thousands of people between 1975 and 1979. The
site is now better known as the Killing Fields. Mass graves containing thousands of bodies were discovered at
Choeung Ek after the fall of the Khmer Rouge regime. Many of the dead were former inmates in the Tuol Sleng
prison.

Today, Choeung Ek is a memorial, marked by a Buddhist stupa. The stupa has acrylic glass sides and is filled with
more than 5,000 human skulls; many of which are either shattered or had evidently been smashed. It is believed that
the Khmer Rouge soldiers kill their victims by smashing them on the head, in order to save on bullets.

e | — "
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ix7 : Welcome to Phnom Penh (Capital City)
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