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Beggars and Power Negotiationas a Performer (Minstrel)
in Thai Society
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Abstract

Beggars or minstrels have categorized as a social unprivileged group
who is caused by poverty and social inequality. In the past, beggar was defined
as a “social garbage”. For the first time, Thai government enforced beggars
controlling policy in 1947s to eliminate begging by arresting, imprisoning, and
reducing deserved benefits from being a social unprivileged people. The impact
of the policy implementation lead to make pressuring circumstance into
minstrels who attempt to attract and scramble the power with discursive practice
by human right concept and cultural sphere of minstrels for establishing their
identity in social space. In the present, power sphere expansion’s minstrelsfor
expostulating mainstream discourse get the government to adjust the policy
by redefining as a social unprivileged people and turning potential beggars
or minstrels to performers. Therefore, the government implement protection
andquality of life development for beggars to create the potential people for

nation development.
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