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Abstract

This article reflects the problems and adaptation of Japanese language
teachers in higher education in the four southern border provinces. According
to respondents, currently, there is still a great deal of interest in studying Japanese
in both major subject level and general education level. However, the unrest in
the area, which began in 2003, is one of the important factors affecting teaching
and learning the Japanese language in the area. We found three major problems
which teachers are facing in the area: (1) learners quality and characteristics;
High school students from other regions are less interested in considering
choosing to study because parents are concerned about safety. (2) The enabling
inputs; the recruitment of Japanese teachers or even inviting lecturers are difficult
due to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. (3) Teaching and learning problems;
an unfavorable environment for learning Japanese such as no native speakers
in the area to motivate students. Based on interviews with seven academic staffs
in the area, we found the following: (1) The teacher has to implement students’
performance in both cognitive and psychomotor domain due to concern for
learner readiness. (2) The teachers are using a variety of learning media resources

for the replacement of lacking native speaker teacher. (3) The teachers are
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providing simulated activities or learning environments that encourage students
to use Japanese or create an MOU with universities in Japan to increase the
opportunity for students to learn Japanese language and culture with native
speakers by organizing activities outside the area or offering scholarships to

exchange in Japan.

Keywords : Teaching Japanese Language, Southern border provinces, Thailand
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