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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the level of people’s participation in formulating the three-year
development plan of local government organization of municipalities in Tha-maka District, Kanchanaburi Province,
2) to compare people’s participation in formulating the three-year local development plan of the local government organization
classified by municipality, 3) to study the relationship between people’s knowledge of the local organization development
plan and their participation in formulating the three-year development plan of the local government organization. The samples
were composed of 18 leaders and 396 people who were 18 years-old and over in Thamaka District, Kanchaburi Province.
The data were collected by a structured interview and a questionnaire. Statistical tools used for data analysis were percentage,
mean, standard deviation, t-test, LSD (Fisher’s least - significant difference), one-way analysis of variance and Pearson
product moment correlation coefficient with the level of statistical significance at .01.

The research findings revealed that 1) people’s participation in formulating the three-year development plan of the
local government organization of municipalities in Tha-maka District, Kanchanaburi Province was at a high level (X= 3.500,
S.D. =0.745). The results of the hypothesis testing were as follows: 1) gender, residential area and educational level significantly
affected participation in formulating the three-year development plan of local the government organization (P= 0.032, 0.032
and 0.000, respectively). Females had a higher mean in participation than males. People who lived in Thamaka District had
a higher mean in participation than people who lived in other residential areas and people who had above Bacherlor’s Degree
had a higher mean in participation than people who had lower educational levels. However, age, marital status and period of
living in different municipalities did not significantly affect the participation in formulating the local government development plan,
and 2) people’s knowledge of formulating the three-year development plan of the local government organization was

positively and significantly correlated with their participation at a high level (r = 0.000, P = 0.799).
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