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Effects of Mentoring on Relationships and
Doctoral Students’ and Dissertation Advisors’ Outcomes
at the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University
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Abstract

This study was a convergent parallel design, mixed methods research. The research
purposes were as follows: 1. Explore and investigate the effects of dissertation mentoring on
dissertation advisors and doctoral students with relationships between advisors and students
as a mediating variable and advisors’ and students’ backgrounds as a controlled variable;
2. Investigate factors that enhance dissertation mentoring effectiveness. The quantitative
research part aimed at investigating the causal relationships among variables in the conceptual
frameworks. Perceptions of 64 advisors and 120 students from the Faculty of Education,
Chulalongkorn University were collected using questionnaires and analyzed using descriptive
statistics, ANOVA, correlation analysis, and multiple regression analysis. The qualitative
research part investigated the factors enhancing dissertation mentoring effectiveness, employing

in-depth interviews with 6 advisors and 6 students, and using a content analysis approach.

Findings from the quantitative data analysis showed that the advisors’ perceived
dissertation mentoring had both direct (DE =.202) and indirect effects (IE =.229) on advisors’
outcomes, while the advisor-student relationships had direct effects (DE = .489) on advisors’
outcomes. Consistently, the students’ perceived dissertation mentoring had both direct (DE =
.371) and indirect effects (IE =.147) on advisors’ outcomes, while the advisor-student rela-
tionships had direct effects (DE =.179) on advisors’ outcomes. Findings from qualitative data
analysis also revealed in the quantitative data analysis that in addition to the advisors’
mentoring methods/behaviors and advisor-student relationships, the advisors’ attributes, the
students’ attributes and behaviors, as well as the institutional support for dissertation mentoring

also enhance dissertation mentoring effectiveness.
KEYWORDS: DISSERTATION MENTORING/ADVISOR’S MENTORING OUTCOMES/

STUDENT’S MENTORING OUTCOMES/ADVISOR-STUDENT MENTORING
RELATIONSHIPS/DOCTORAL DISSERTATION ADVISING
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