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Abstract

This study aimed to develop a training from theory to practice for graduated students
through the process of a home-school-community partnership under the Epstein approach
and to study the effect of the practice in the different rural areas by collaborating between
the graduated students and the community’s members for organizing learning centers based
on local culture and knowledge. The study design utilised awas multi-case study method.
The cases consisted of 11 graduated students who had enrolled for the Mmaster of Eeducation
program in Eearly Cchildhood Eeducation. Observation, interview and field study were
conducted in this study to investigate the characteristics of the process of home-school-
community integration under the Epstein approach in Ayutthaya, Chantaburi and Surin province.
Validitate Tthe content was validated through data triangulation, through different places,
different data collection and different stakeholders.

The research findings were as follows: 1) The 3 developed processes that could be
classified by the key persons in the community consisted of: (1) School administrator;
(2) Head of local administrative organization; and (3) Group of community’s members. The
work process and collaboration style between the students and community’s members of
each type had some unique characteristics according to their own community contexts and
working factors. Theose characteristics affected to the teaching process design due to the
influence of their local contexts. 2) Applying the approach by assigning the students into the
fields to develop the communities and work with people in communities encouraged them to
participate with others and apply their academic knowledge to deal with the problems
together by using the open-ended questions to solve the problems by searching and thinking
skills including making a decision by themselves. These processes could guide them to
improve their self-learning regulationules from doing their assignments and also help them to
develop their skills effectively. 3) The key factor of sustainable development was the assignment
for the students to work with the community in the stage of planning and making a decision.
In addition, giving an opportunity for the community to participate with graduated students
based on their local culture made them learn how to maintainenance the outputs from the

process of home-school-community integration.

KEYWORDS: COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP/LEARNING CENTERS/KINDERGARTENERS/
EPSTEIN APPROACH/GRADUATED STUDENT DEVELOPMENT
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