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Critical Reading Ability and Learning Retention
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to (1) compare the critical reading abilities of
third grade students between groups being taught by using higher order questions and by
using a conventional approach, (2) compare the critical reading abilities of third grade
students by using higher order questions before and after study, and (3) compare the
learning retention of third grade students between groups being taught by using higher order
questions and by using a conventional approach. The data collection instrument was a critical
reading test. The data were analyzed by means of arithmetic, standard deviation, t-test and

analysis of covariance (ANCOVA).

The research results revealed that (1) the critical reading ability of third grade
students taught by using higher order questions were significantly higher than those taught
by using conventional instruction at a .01 level of significance, (2) the critical reading ability
of third grade students taught by using higher order questions were significantly higher than
before receiving the using instructions at the .01 level of significance, and (3) third grade
students involved in Thai learning activities by using higher order questions had greater Thai
learning retention significantly higher than those taught by using conventional instruction at
the .01 level of significance.

KEYWORDS: HIGHER ORDER QUESTIONS/CRITICAL READING ABILITY
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