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Abstract

The main objective of this research was to develop a learning module which
integrated the involvement of family and school in order to improve the reading ability of
Prathomsuksa students in grades 1-3. The first phase of this research was to identify the
approaches to improve the reading ability of the students. Document analysis and in-depth
interviews with key informants were used to collect data. The second phase was to develop
and verify a learning module which integrated the involvement of family and school in order
to improve their reading ability. Key informants and the sample for this phase consisted of
five experts and 213 teachers. The third phase was to determine the results using the
developed learning module according to the different size of schools and different times of
testing. The target population for the third phase consisted of parents and students from
schools under the jurisdiction of the Office of the Basic Education Commission.
Three schools that were willing to participate were selected for the study by purposive
sampling. The samples consisted of one small-sized school, one medium-sized school and
one large-sized school. The remaining 152 students were engaged in the research from the
beginning to the end which consisted of 12 weeks of reading. The statistics used for data
analysis include frequency, mean, standard deviation, repeated measures MANOVA and

content analysis.

The study found that, 1) The method to improve the reading ability of grade 1-3
students included three factors, i.e., student, school, and family, related to improving the
reading ability of Grade -3 students. These factors included self-constructivism, motivation,
students’ learning styles and the coordination of family and school. 2) The Learning Model
with Family and School Involvement to Improve the Reading Ability of grade 1-3 students
consisted of 3 stages: 1) Planning Stage, 2) Implementation Stage, and 3) Evaluation Stage.
The process began with school administrator’'s support leading to teachers and parents
practice. Students were encouraged to read with motivation and learning styles under the
coordination of family and schools. The model met the evaluation scales on utility, feasibility,
propriety and accuracy. 3) The results of using the developed learning module found that
students at all levels improved their reading ability. The reading ability of grade 1-2 students,
according to the different size of schools, was found to be statistically and significantly
different at a .05 level while grade 3 students’ reading ability was not different between the

size of schools. When different time of testing was considered, it was found that the reading
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ability of grade 1-3 students was statistically and significantly different at a .05 level. It was

also found that the principals, teachers, parents, and students were satisfied with the learning

module. Not only did the students benefit from the improvement of their reading ability, but

also a close relationship was developed between students and parents during the reading

activity. Moreover, the students felt their free time was spent constructively and they became

more interested and enthusiastic about reading.

KEYWORDS: READING ABILITY / FAMILY AND SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT
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