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Abstract

This research aimed at synthesizing theses regarding local curriculum development
in Thailand. The samples included theses that were published in 1991 up through the present.
The data were collected by using qualitative synthesis employing the theses’ local curriculum
development characteristics in Thailand form. The statistics used were frequency and

percentage.

The results concluded that: 1) Most of the theses were thosse of Master’s Degree
students from the Departments of Curriculum and Instruction and Faculties of Education at
Rajabhat University campuses. They where developed for the local curriculum of primary
school to be used at the schools under the Office of the Basic Education Commission
(OBECQC) in the northeastern region. The content covered careers, arts, cultures, and local
traditions. There were about 4 up to 9 lesson plans. Teaching hours ranged from 20-40 hours
for each. The local curriculum was normally conducted with a sample of about 30 students.
2) The knowledge regarding local curriculum development was drawn from the qualitative
synthesis with the following details: 1. The input in developing a local curriculum included the
curriculum itself, the content for developing a local curriculum, human resources, buildings,
teaching materials, and learning resources. 2. The local curriculum development process
generally included the construction, implementation and evaluation. The local curriculum
quality was examined by teachers and experts in the fields of local content and curriculum.
The researchers were generally the instructors or teachers in the school and local resources
person. The learning activities involved both theory and practice and occurred both inside
and outside the classroom. Curriculum materials consisting of printed and

electronic teaching materials were created. Students were evaluated by using pretests and
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posttests. The curricula were evaluated by using the questionnaire and attitude test.

3. The output was in the format of the local curriculum, in which the content was adjusted

from the existing courses or used to develop new local courses. Learning activities focused

on practicing and acquiring skills through the demonstration and understanding of the

content. The learning media and course materials included instructional media in both hard

copy and electronic work sheets and exercise books. Learning resources were used during

and after class time. Students were measured and evaluated by employing observation

forms, pre-posttests, and skill performance evaluation forms.

KEYWORDS: SYNTHESIS OF THESES/LOCAL CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
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