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An Analysis of the Learning Process of New Social
Movements in the Mekong River Basin Watershed
Natural Resource Management
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Abstract

The aims of this research are to 1) analyze the learning process of the new social
movement in natural resource management in the Mekong river basin, and 2) to identify the
guideline learning process of the new social movement in the Mekong basin natural resource
management. Qualitative methodology was employed in collecting data by using a case
study for understanding the phenomena of the Mekong river basin. The research methods
included in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, participant observations, non-participant

observations, and a rapid rural appraisal.

The research outcomes can be summarized as follows: 1) the learning process of
the Mekong-Lanna natural resources and cultural conservation network and the new social
movement in the Mekong Basin natural resource management has four models of learning:
(1) the formation process group learning of communities in the watershed area. (2) the joining
networks of learning within the watershed (3) the creating learning spaces in the watershed
and (4) networked learning between watershed; 2) the guideline learning process of the new
social movement in the Mekong Basin natural resource management has four guidelines.
(1) Learning to create an agency (2) learning in action (3) learning to create social spaces

and (4) learning to accumulate social capital.

KEYWORDS: LEARNING PROCESS/NEW SOCIAL MOVEMENTS/NATURAL RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT IN THE MEKONG RIVER BASIN
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