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Editorial Foreword

This special issue of the Journal of Education Studies is a collection of

academic and research articles under the theme of çThai Teacher Education: Where

We Are and Where We Should Go.é This issue aims to present the current situations

and significant issues related to content subjects and innovative instructional

approaches. It also presents articles on the development of innovative teaching

practicum, lessons learned from Finnish education, an analysis of Thai education and

teacher education, and future trends of Thai education.

The ideas to publish this special collection of articles were initiated in the Chula

Teacher Educator Research Workshop facilitated by Adjunct Professor Jyrki Loima

(Visiting professor) at Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University in March 2015.

The presentations of the research topics/areas that each faculty member,

attending that first workshop, was interested in led to a question çWhere are we

now?é and the ideas to publish a collection of articles to reach the international

audience together. The ideas were developed further in the following workshops

between April and August, 2015.

This issue is a by-product from that research workshop which reflects the

interests in education and teacher preparation and development issues of faculty

members from the departments at the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University

and the two demonstration schools. To allow flexible choices over the medium of

presentation and to increase the connection between Thai teacher educators and

the international audience, this collection consist of both Thai and English articles.

The knowledge and experiences in this special issue include various topics of

research and academic articles. The article on ç5Ts to Make Finnish Education

Successé shares the authorûs learning experiences from the Finnish education system

that can be applied in Thai contexts.

As we all know, educational reform in Thailand has led to some changes in

practice. However, the quality of Thai education is still an issue that receives attention

from society. The development of teacher education is then needed. The articles on

çThai teacher education for the future: Opportunities and challengesé offersimportant



ideas about the development of education for 21st century for both in-service teachers

and teacher educators.

In addition, teacher educators who are interested in new approaches to teacher

preparation will find the following articles interesting: Contemplative Observation as a

Tool for Self-reflection Enhancement of Early Childhood Graduate Studentûs, çLearning

through reflections in sketchbook journalsé, çAction Research for Quality Teaching:

Lessons Learned from Finnish Educationé, and çClassroom Observation: A Self-study of

a Language Teacher Educator Supervising Pre-service Teachers.é These articles

offer insights into the roles of new generation of teacher educators.

Considering the needs to improve the quality of education, the organization of the

teaching practicum is increasingly important to Thai teacher education. The articles on

çTeam Teaching and Team Mentoring in a Teaching Practicumé and çMentoring Support

Management for Pre-service Teachers at CU Demonstration Elementary Schoolé present

concrete examples of how the lessons learned from Finnish teacher education can be

applied in Thailand. Also, another article that reflects the trend of the education reform

for 21st century education is çIncorporating Non-formal Learning and Education into

Formal Schooling Conditions.é

The other regular columns such as Capture World Movement in Education, Take

Peek at a Classroom Corner, Think Out of the Box, Issues Raising, and Book Review will

keep you updated on related topics to teacher education as well.

Associate Professor Archanya Rattana-ubol

Editor
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