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5TS: The Reason Why Teacher Education in Finland is
Successful
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Abstract

The development of a country depends on the quality of the people in that country:
one can equate high quality individuals with progress and civilization. Certainly, the country
and/or population size does not indicate how well the country produces educated citizens or
a qualified workforce. In other words, a small number of educated, responsible citizens are
more capable of making national-scale change for their countries than a large number of
averagequality citizens do. Finnish citizens are an example of a small group of high-quality
citizens who have the potential and power to effect change. The quality of life in Finland and
that of the Finnish citizens are due to the fact that Finland gives priority to education.
Education is a fundamental human right in Finland. The country places emphasis on the
quality of human resources and appears to succeed in producing high-quality professional
teachers. Teacher education plays an important role in producing high-quality teachers, and
in turn, high-quality students and citizens. The secret to this success is the 5Ts: Trust (T1),
Teacher (T2), Training (T3), Technology (T4), and Teamwork (T5). These five aspects are

intertwined and interdependent.

Keywords: Teacher Education / Trust / Teacher / Training / Technology / Teamwork / Finland
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