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The Process of Creating Performance: The Tools of
Teaching Democracy to Youth
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Abstract

Youth development that promotes democracy should occur between the ages of
14 and 18, because abstract and complex thinking that lends itself to political thought
appears and is most impressionable at that stage. Furthermore, youth is the time when
one begins to discover the meaning of life and to forge one’s own identity, thus wanting
to express one’s own opinion and gain increasing recognition from society. The process
used to develop the democracy conforms to the theory of Constructivism, which focuses

on the creation of self-learning by doing. This process will enable teenagers to think on
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their own, take action by themselves, and, most importantly, emphasizes the development

of independent thought and awareness through knowledge-sharing within a group.

Participatory group work in The Process of Creating Youth Theater, beginning with pre-

production and continuing through performance, post-production and evaluation, is the tool

that creates the democratic learning process. Expressing one’s opinion, listening to others’

points of views, being thoughtful, being responsible, using critical thinking skills, problem-

solving, and so forth, will develop democracy in youth and in young adults.

KEYWORDS: PROCESS / PRODUCE / DRAMA / TOOL / DEMOCRACY / YOUTH / LEARNING
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