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Abstract

The objectives of this study were: 1) to study the present situation of learning and
occupations promotion by Thai local wisdom; 2) to study formats and learning processes
existing at the local wisdom learning centres; and 3) to propose guidelines for encouraging
Thai local wisdom to participate in promoting learning and occupations of people in the
communities. The samples, who were drawn from every region of the country, included: 36
local wisdom experts in 9 aspects of expertise; 216 schoolteachers; 180 non-formal education
teachers; 360 local people who obtained knowledge from the local wisdom experts; and
30 experts in Thai local wisdom. The research instruments included interview forms for the
local wisdom experts and also for rural people, questionnaires for local schoolteachers and
also for non-formal education teachers. The data were analyzed by frequency, percentage,

mean and content analysis.

The main findings were: 1) The local wisdom experts in 9 aspects of expertise
have promoted learning in the form of formal, non-formal and informal education such as
serving as resource people and their centres serve as places for a study visit. They also
promoted occupations in various forms such as organizing vocational training and giving
advice for generating income; 2) The format and learning processes occurred were
integrated in various forms such as lecturing, demonstrating, and practicing in real life
situations; 3) The guidelines proposed for encouraging the local wisdom to promote formal,
non-formal and informal education included assigning a curriculum, teaching and learning,
and using learning resources related to local wisdom. To promote occupations, organizing
vocational training in various fields, having vocational resource centres, and disseminating

vocational knowledge through various kinds of media were identified as essential.

KEYWORDS: THAI LOCAL WISDOM / LEARNING PROMOTION / OCCUPATIONAL PROMOTION
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