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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) study the beginning and ending of the
semester in ASEAN member countries and in various regions, 2) to analyze the advantages
and disadvantages, problems and obstructions, and potential effects of semester changes,
and 3) to study the readiness preparation, interest, and recommendations from beginning
and ending the semester in accordance with the ASEAN community for the Higher Education
Institutes in Thailand. The research methodology studies documents, opinion surveys and
interviews of related individuals, which included administrators, scholars, parents, students,
and graduate users. The data was collected and analyzed using the frequency, percentage,

and content analysis.

The research results revealed as follows: 1) The beginning of the semester for
universities in the country group of the American continent were mostly in September for
Semester 1 and January for Semester 2. In Europe, the first term beginning a little later,
while the countries of Asia and ASEAN had a variety of starting dates. 2) The postponement
of the beginning of the semester had advantages in terms of setting academic standard for
the ASEAN Community, academic activities, and lecturers or students exchange. However,
this might entail disadvantages, problems and obstruction as follows: the weather of summer
was not appropriate for teaching and learning, it requires the use of air-conditioner and thus
wastes more electricity, and impairs training courses or coaching of the students for the
Bachelor of Education curriculum and Agricultural Research. 3) Most of the higher education
institutions were still unprepared for this change. However, some institutions had already
taken measures by delaying the starting date of the semester, and publicized the information
to the personnel and students. For recommendations, the government should set the same
study semester each year for the whole education system and related organizations should
engage in public relations to inform the parents and students so that they can plan their

lives better.
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