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Reasoning Ability Required for Students in the 21* Century
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Abstract

Reasoning is the ability to think logically and to solve problems in various
situations by applying the knowledge. It is a key component of cognitive development,
as an ability to reason will scaffold other abilities. Strong reasoning ability in childhood
can predict a learner’s performance in school, college and career. In addition, the decisions
are more important during adolescence because teens are more independent and also
face more choices. The various alternatives could severely impact the lives of themselves
and others. Some of these alternatives may include finding a career, using contraception,

drinking alcohol, smoking tobacco and/or taking other drugs. Therefore, reasoning ability
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serves as a basic tool to assist in the development of intelligence and higher order thinking

skills. It can also help with making a decision toward a career path and reducing risky

behaviors in the future. This is an important factor that will enable students an improved

chance of having a successful life in the 21* century.

KEYWORDS: REASONING ABILITY/STUDENTS IN THE 21°" CENTURY
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