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The Development of Learning Processes to Empower
Women in Natural Resource Management
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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to 1) find the learning processes of groups of women in
natural resource management; 2) analyze the factors and conditions of learning process
which empower groups of women in natural resource management; and 3) develop a
learning process to empower groups of women in natural resource management. Qualitative
methodology was employed in collecting data. The study examined two cases studies: 1)
A group of women at Ban ThungYao, Tambon SriBuaBann, Amphoe Muang, Changwat
Lamphun, and 2) A group of women from Taam and People Association, Rasrisalai Dam,
Amphoe Rasrisalai, Changwat Srisaket. The summary results of these two case studies
were accordingly applied using Participatory Action Research (PAR) to a group of women

at Baan MuangChum, Tambon Kring, Amphoe ChiangKhong, and Changwat ChiangRai.

The research outcomes can be summarized as follows: 1) The learning processes
to empower groups of women in natural resource management from the two case studies
have six similar processes of learning: (1) specifying a target group, (2) determining
promising options for completion, (3) collaborating in making an action plan, (4) participating
in group work, (5) summarizing learning outcomes, and (6) transferring knowledge. 2) Similar
factors between the two case studies can be seen from both internal and external factors.
The same internal factors are: (1) families, (2) key informants in a community, and
(8) inhabitants in a community. The similar external factors are: (1) NGOs, and (2) networking
corporations. The same condition in contributing to the group learning process of these
two case studies is the government’s development policy. 3) The development of learning
processes to empower groups of women in natural resource management is the process
of learning from the experience-based and problem-based approaches. These approaches
consist of (1) problem exploring, (2) group networking participation, (3) identification of
common problems, (4) determination of alternatives, (5) participation in planning, (6) performing
participation, (7) lesson learned, and (8) knowledge transference. These approaches relate
to the relationship between participants and natural resources subject to area contexts,

interesting aspects, and Thailand’s development policy.

KEYWORDS: LEARNING PROCESS/EMPOWERMENT/WOMEN/NATURAL RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT
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