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An Analysis of Essential Life Skills to Enhance Social Inclusion Education
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Abstract

The objectives of this study are to analyze the needs assessment of underprivileged
children’s essential life skills for social inclusion and to categorize the essential life skills
for the underprivileged children needed to enhance social inclusion education. The data
collection is comprised of a survey questionnaire, which was administered to two groups
of the underprivileged and normal children and their teachers living in the risky urban area,
2,046 participants in total, and an in-depth interview which was designed for thirteen of

administrators, academics, parents and successful underprivileged children.

The result suggested that the underprivileged children were accepted as social
inclusion at the moderate level, lower than those of the normal ones; however, they both
have the somewhat moderate level of essential life skills without any statistically
significant differences among the groups. Generally, the normal children were expected
to have higher level of these skills with significant differences at .05 level. The frequently
mentioned skills include: critical thinking, creative thinking, problem-solving, effective
communication, decision-making, self-awareness, coping with emotion, and interpersonal

relationship.

KEYWORDS: LIFE SKILLS / UNDERPRIVILEGED CHILDREN / SOCIAL INCLUSION
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